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cambridge recycling guidelines                        ... recycling is easy and the law (Section 8.24.070).

 

    www.cambridgema.gov/theworks

what to recycle:
• cardboard (no pizza boxes)
• paperboard (cereal & tissue
  boxes, paper towel rolls)
• magazines & newspapers
  (glossy paper is ok)
• phone books & junk mail
  (no CDs or plastic wrap)
• milk/juice cartons
• soft cover books
• all office paper (no blueprints)

no need to remove...no need to remove...no need to remove...no need to remove...no need to remove...
...staples, paper clips, spirals, plastic
windows on envelopes, or even the
plastic spout on milk/juice cartons!

how to prepare paper waste:
• place paper waste together in a paper bag or tied,
  not in plastic bags
• put shredded paper in a stapled & labeled paper bag

what to recycle:
• aluminum
  (pie plates, trays & foil)
• empty aerosol cans
• glass containers
  (any color)
• metal cans
  (tin,steel & aluminum)
• stiff plastic containers
  (#1-7, no plastic bags or
  styrofoam)
• plastic plant pots
  (#1-7, must be clean)

how to prepare containers:
• rinse & remove lids & caps
• place containers, lids & caps loose in bin
• when possible, wipe out oily containers
• do not empty grease into drains

Place loose in bin, not in plastic or paper bags.leaf & yard waste:
what to recycle:

• leaves, grass & plants
• shrub prunings & twigs
  (thinner than your thumb,
  shorter than your arm)
• do not include:
  tree stumps, rocks, soil,
  dirt, sand, food or trash

how to prepare yard waste:

• yard waste is not accepted in plastic
  bags and will not be picked up
• place loose in barrels with red City yard
  waste stickers facing the street, or
• place in paper yard waste bags that are
  not stapled or taped
• bundle thick tree limbs 2 ft X 2 ft

Call 617.349.4800 for free red yard waste stickers.  Collection begins
the first full week in April and continues through the second week in December.

why recycle?
Recycling saves money, creates
jobs and reduces climate change.

For each ton we recycle, the
savings include 17 trees,  2 barrels
of oil, 7000 gallons of water and
over 3000 pounds of  air pollutants.

In 2004, Cambridge residents
recycled 6460 tons of paper waste
and nearly 3400 tons of bottles
and cans.  By recycling, you helped
the City save $1.2 million in
avoided disposal costs and earn
over $215,000 in revenue.

But last year, we still threw out up
to 1500 tons of  paper.  Remember,
if it rips, recycle it.  Just keep it
free from food and plastic wrapping.

Your efforts make a big difference.
Thank You!

important tips:
• Set recycling out by 7am on your
  collection day or after 3pm the
  day before.  Take empty bin in by
  6pm on collection day.

• Do not place papers, containers
  or yard waste in plastic bags.

• During holiday weeks, collection is
 delayed 1 day.

• Close the loop!  Buy products
  made from post-consumer
  recycled materials.

the recycling
drop-off center:
Located in the rear of the DPW
yard.  When the Drop-off Center is
closed, the public may not enter
the yard.

Open hours:  Tues/Thurs 4-7:30pm
                     Saturdays 9-4pm

We accept: books, cans & bottles,
cardboard, clothing, flags, mercury
devices, fluorescent bulbs, motor
oil, non-alkaline batteries, paper,
packaging peanuts, plastic bags,
and small household appliances (no
monitors or TVs).

Proof of residency required
upon request.

  

missed recycling
or yard waste?
call 617.349.4800

is your bin broken?
need another bin?
call 617.349.4800

not accepted for
curbside recycling:
• no pizza boxes
• no plastic bags*
• no foam packaging
• no packing peanuts*
• no broken glass
• no window glass
• no clothes hangers
• no dishes or glasses
• no light bulbs
• no toys
• no clothing*
• no paper take-out
  containers
• no hard cover books*
* Items with an asterisk are accepted
   at the Recycling Drop-off  Center.

paper & cardboard:
If it rips, recycle it!  Just keep paper free from food and
plastic wrapping.  Place in paper bags, no plastic bags.

you have a few options:
1. flatten, cut to 3 ft x 3 ft and secure under or between bins;
2. flatten, fold & stuff in a paper bag or paper recycling toter;
3. OR, bring large, clean pieces as is to the Drop-off Center

Pizza boxes are not accepted unless you rip off the greasy
parts and put it inside out with your mixed paper.

mixed bins will
not be collected:

• no plastic bags, trash or
  styrofoam

• keep papers separate in
  a paper bag

• place rinsed containers with
  lids removed, loose in your bin

glass, metal & plastic containers:

NEW!

Place rinsed containers loose in your bin, no plastic bags.
cardboard: it’s not thaaat hard!

Yard waste in plastic bags is not accepted and will be rejected.



the city w
ill pick up:

• one piece of furniture per w
eek

• carpet (cut to 3’ lengths, rolled &
 tied)

• lum
ber (1 bundle, 2' x 2')

• m
attress &

 boxspring
• thick tree lim

bs (3 bundles, 2' x 2')
• toilet &

 sink (1 per w
eek)

call a private hauler for:
• property cleanouts (beyond the capacity of D

P
W

)
• autom

otive parts
• boilers &

 furnaces
• construction &

 dem
olition debris including:

  bathtubs, floor sandings, kitchen cabinets,
  pipes, saw

dust, soot and sheetrock
  (contractors are responsible for disposal)
•  tree stum

ps, rocks, soil, dirt, &
 sand

paint:
O

il-based: contains toxic chem
icals, bring to

hazardous w
aste collection day.

W
ater-based: let evaporate outdoors and place

hardened cans (lids rem
oved) w

ith trash, or
bring to hazardous w

aste collection day.

sm
all com

puters &
 tvs:

O
ne TV/m

onitor picked up per w
eek per household w

ith a
diagonal screen length of 20 inches or less (for recycling)
on your collection day.  H

ard drives, keyboards, and
printers 40 lbs or less accepted.   For larger item

s,
purchase a sticker to schedule pick up.

m
otor oil:

B
ring m

otor oil w
ith your receipt to the original

point of purchase.  State law
 requires retailers to

accept and recycle it for free.  O
il generated from

residential use only can be brought to D
P

W
during business hours or D

rop-O
ff C

enter hours. 147 Hampshire Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
617.349.4800
TTY 617.349.4005

 

 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n 

da
ys

 a
re

 h
el

d 
on

 a
 f

ew
 S

at
ur

da
ys

in
 A

pr
il,

 J
un

e 
an

d 
O

ct
ob

er
 f

ro
m

 9
-1

pm
 a

t
45

0 
C

on
co

rd
 A

ve
. 

 V
is

it
 o

ur
 w

eb
si

te
 o

r 
ca

ll
fo

r 
ex

ac
t 

da
te

s 
an

d 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 n
ot

ac
ce

pt
ed

.

S
or

t 
an

d
pa

ck
 p

ai
nt

,
pe

st
ic

id
es

an
d 

cl
ea

ne
rs

se
pa

ra
te

ly
 b

ut
 n

ot
in

 t
ra

sh
 b

ag
s.

 P
ac

k 
yo

ur
 c

ar
an

d 
go

 d
ir

ec
tl

y 
to

 t
he

 c
ol

le
ct

io
n 

si
te

.

ECRWSS
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS

CAMBRIDGE, MA

PRESORTED STANDARD
US POSTAGE PAID

CAMBRIDGE, MA
PERMIT 58646

h
o

u
se

h
o

ld
 h

a
za

rd
o

u
s 

w
a

st
e

ca
m

b
rid

ge
 tra

sh
 gu

id
e

lin
e

s
Recycle all paper w

aste, cardboard, glass,plastic and m
etal containers.  Recycling is easy and the law

 in
C

am
bridge (S

ection 8.24.070). Reduce w
aste by donating item

s in good or w
orking condition. C

all us or visit
our online A through Z D

onate &
 R

ecycle Listings for inform
ation on w

here to donate unw
anted item

s such as
furniture, buildings m

aterials, appliances, electronics, clothing and other household goods.

• clothes w
ashers &

 dryers
• copiers &

 printers (m
ore than 40 lbs)

• dehum
idifiers

• dishw
ashers

• gas &
 electric stoves

• law
nm

ow
ers &

 snow
 blow

ers (rem
ove gas)

• m
etal filing cabinets &

 desks

• radiators
• refrigerators &

 freezers (rem
ove door)

• trash com
pactors

• w
ater coolers &

 heaters
• w

indow
 air conditioners

• tvs &
 com

puter m
onitors

  (over 20" diagonal screen length)

purchase a sticker for rem
oval of bulky w

aste

Rem
oving doors from

 refrigerators and freezers is m
andated by state law

 to reduce
potential danger to children.  Failure to do so can result in a fine up to $1000.
A

ppliances are banned from
 state landfills and incinerators because the freon inside is

destructive to the upper ozone atm
osphere. The C

ity hires a licensed technician to
rem

ove the freon from
 all appliances before they are sent for recycling.

     for your inform
ation:

Item
s listed above do not have a sticker or are set out too early; if trash or recycling is

set out earlier than 3 pm
 the day before collection day; if em

pty containers are not
rem

oved from
 the curb by 6pm

 the day of collection; if hazardous w
aste, rejected

recycling, or item
s requiring a private hauler are left at the curb.

     fines of $25 per day m
ay be invoked if:

P
urchase stickers at D

P
W

 during regular business
hours. $20, $15 for seniors.  C

ash, checks or Visa/
M

asterC
ard accepted.  M

ake checks payable to the
C

ity of C
am

bridge.  The C
ity does not pick up

industrial size item
s.

S
pace is lim

ited so schedule pickup early and plan
ahead.  A

ppliances are scheduled for W
ednesdays

and large TVs/com
puters for Thursdays.  S

et out by
7am

 on scheduled day or after 3pm
 the day before.

N
eed to reschedule?  C

all 617.349.4800 w
ith your sticker num

ber ready.
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Español
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Kreyòl
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